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Encs. 

 ‘The only nation I have now is my imagination’ 

Diversity, Collaboration, Passion, Celebration, Con versation 

 

ImagiNation our Nation is a national conversation a bout who we as a nation 

want to be in the future. ION is an inclusive and engaging participatory project 

that reaches, touches and captures the imagination of the youth of today – the 

citizens who will shape the future.  

 

We have a vision for a major cultural event in East London during the period of the 

Olympic Games, the culmination of 5 years of work with thousands of participants 

across the 9 regions and 3 nations of the UK. They will walk to London 

accompanied by 12 individual 6 metre extraordinary figures - Champions of our 

Communities  coming together for the first time.  

 

Imagination Our Nation Journey 

 

The story takes us on a journey, a journey in our communities, and a journey 

connecting communities, encouraging communities to discover facts from the past, 

to ask questions and seek solutions that will equip communities to live in the future; 

on the journey puppets are created who become champions of the solution for 

each community: 

•2008: GermiNation: Sowing the seeds of the future  

•2009: FasciNation: champions are born and wake up to a world of opportunities  

•2010: DetermiNation: Champions embark on their journey of exploration and make 

choices  

•2011: IllumiNation: Teams of champions work together to find solutions and train 

for the future  

•2012: ImagiNation: Champions and their teams walk from all over the UK to 

London with their 

Vision for the Future. They enter East London for a spectacular finale that 

takes place simultaneously with regional presentations 

 

The Story So Far 

·  By October 2009, 22 partners will have engaged over  9,000 

participants, and the 17 champions will have appear ed at 57 events reaching 

an audience of over 2 million. 
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• In 2009, “Imagination our Nation – GermiNation”, was granted the London 2012 

Inspire mark as part of the Cultural Olympiad for the second year running. 

• Throughout 2008, “GermiNation” worked with 3,500 young people across London 

and the UK to explore their ideas about their own cultural identity, their city and 

where they see themselves within it, 14 performances were created in 6 regions.  

• In 2009 17 partners attended the FasciNation National Residency in East London 

and created small metallic flying champions. Each group went back to their region 

to create work and events around the common theme. 

 

Imagination Our Nation - National and Global Engage ment and 

Collaboration  

 

Imagination Our Nation is an exciting contemporary and collaborative national arts 

programme running over the next three years to develop a legacy of annual 

events, which explore the changing world and how we can embrace the future and 

equip ourselves with tools to deal with change through outdoor performing arts. 

 

It is a social movement about innovation and change, engaging with the youth of 

today and encouraging them to shape their future, encouraging them to become 

champions, achieve their personal best, and fulfil their potential. 

 

We are passionate about engaging communities, and connecting diversity within 

communities and encouraging learning through conversation, creativity and large-

scale participatory outdoor performance.  

The objective is to reach and engage our core consumer groups and business 

partners in an innovative, creative, dynamic, vibrant and meaningful way. 

 

The objective is for ION to own the social and cultural conversation, connecting 

communities virtually and physically, across the nation and potentially globally.  

And to utilise digital and new media, in a groundbreaking way, alongside traditional 

methods of communication: event participation, print and broadcast media. 

 

 

What Our Art Partners Say: FasciNation 2009 

 

“Imagination Our Nation was one of the first projects in the UK to be awarded the 

Inspire Mark. We're proud to have Kinetika as part of the East London offer and 

we're looking forward to seeing the project and the puppets grow as we approach 

2012."  
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East London Creative programmer Hadrian Garrard, May 2009 

 

“Our puppet has generated a whole community’s interest in the ION project to 

ensure that the world is seen through our students’ eyes.” 

Clare Summons, Uckfield Community College 

 

“There are strong and lasting legacies of this work, including the training, 

employment and development of artists and communities in the region, and 

bringing different groups and communities together from across the city. We built 

new partnerships and links to different cultural festivals in the City - Asian Mela, 

Caribbean Carnival. We are developing intercultural links, - an Artists in Exile 

programme. ION has given us a structure around which we have developed new 

work, the evolution of which is faster and the quality of which is higher than if we 

were not part of the ION family’  

Madeleine Holmes, CEO City Arts, Nottingham 

 

“Thank you so much for last week. I had an amazing week and feel extremely 

lucky to be part of this project. My mind is racing with a thousand ideas for the 

future.” 

John Whall, University of Derby. DWICA & Mandela Centre 

 

“Kinetika is a very positive experience for both the artists and audiences to share 

and experience each other’s culture, it not only unifies the performers but is an 

opportunity for the audience to forget existing tensions and focus on the positive 

aspects of their heritage. It is a successful means of cultural exchange and gives 

communities that often receive bad press the chance to receive positive 

publicity.” 

Sarah Fatimer, Mahua,  

 

“Kinetika’s willingness to take on a ‘mentoring’ role with City Arts enabled us to 

work in a sustainable way, skilling up regional artists who will be able to take the 

project further.”  

Alison Denholm City Arts, Nottingham 

 

“Thanks for letting me come and see first hand some of the residency. It was 

great to see the work, do let me know how things progress.” 

Francesca Hegyi, Culture, Ceremonies and Education, LOCOG 
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“Swamp is excited by this work, it fits with our vision for art that changes people 

and communities and empowers them to take responsibility for their future. It will 

also provide a platform for cross fertilisation of ideas.” 

 Tim Wooliscroft, Swamp Circus Trust, Incoming partner 

 

“A big thank you to you and all those involved with setting up and running the 

ION residency. For me it was great to meet all the partners from around the 

country, and I particularly enjoyed the opportunity to puppeteer.” 

Dan Lake, Spiritus & Blatchington Mill School 

    

“Stimulating, exciting, useful, practical, self absorbing “ 

Jessica Kemp, City Arts, Nottingham 

   

“A roller-coaster ride of interaction, making and creativity.” 

Patrick Bullock, SameSky, Brighton 

  

“An incredible journey that stretched me beyond my comfort zone at first, and 

launched me into a new and exciting creature with our puppet” 

Kerrie Seymour, Somerset Arts Promoters 

 

“Our puppet is a very young child, shy but very inquisitive and eager to make 

friends with the children at our school. He is going to learn to be a friend to all 

kinds of people, he will be a good listener. He's very excited about school.” 

Gillian Robertson, Fulham Primary School 

 

 

What next? 

 

DetermiNation National Residency - 27 Feb – 7 March  2010  

 

We will invite 15 teams of 12 people -170 Artists and Young People from 9 

regions and 3 Nations to come to Hackney to create 15 DetermiNation 3m high 

champions and take part in a finale performance on 6 March. Each team will 

return to their region and create a project on DetermiNation – making choices 

and determining our future. 

 

In 2011 we will host the IllumiNation National Residency inviting international 

guest artists to work with us on designing the 12 Illumination 6m high champions 

and devise a detailed finale performance.  
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Between 2011 and 2012 we will create, rehearse and perform the culmination of 

Imagination Our Nation.  

 

 

The Creative Team 

 

The project was initiated and incubated by Kinetika, created from an original idea 

by Ali Pretty. It is currently being led by a consortium of individuals and delivered 

by a range of partners across the UK:  

Ali Pretty – Kinetika, Stephen Powell – Independent Director, John Wassell – 

Walk the Plank, Liz Pugh – Walk the Plank, Pax Nindi – Combined Arts Services, 

Paul Anderson – UK Centre for Carnival Arts (UKCCA), Ajay Chhabra – nutkhut, 

Vicki Amedume – UpSwing, Daniel Bernstein – Takepartarts. 

 
 

For more information on the project, our co-produce rs, details of events, or 

more images on Imagination Our Nation, please conta ct: 

 

Kinetika 

The Brady Centre 

192-196 Hanbury Street 

London, E1 5HU 

 

T: +44 20 7092 9944 

F: +44 20 7092 9955 

E: info@kinetika.co.uk  

W: www.kinetika.co.uk  


